Breathing Apparatuses...

e Lots of guidance in the public and variable
policy landscape

e Understand the difference between a
respirator (for specific occupational hazards)
and a mask (for non-professional use)

* Follow your local policy and practice but

o Don’t be afraid to contribute to the discussion
with facts and knowledge




Respirators vs. Mask

Respirators

Mask and/or Face Coverings

A form of PPE that is regulated and generally hazard
specific.

E.g., the N95, N99, etc.

Cloth face coverings are not considered PPE because their
capability to protect healthcare personnel (HCP) is
unknown. Facemasks, if available, should be reserved for
HCP.

For visitors and patients, a cloth face covering may be
appropriate. If a visitor or patient arrives to the healthcare
facility without a cloth face covering, a facemask may be
used for source control if supplies are available.

CDC recommends wearing cloth face coverings in public settings where
other social distancing measures are difficult to maintain (e.g., grocery
stores and pharmacies), especially in areas of significant community-
based transmission.

CDC also advises the use of simple cloth face coverings to slow the
spread of the virus and help people who may have the virus and do not
know it from transmitting it to others. Cloth face coverings fashioned
from household items or made at home from common materials at low
cost can be used as an additional, voluntary public health measure.

Reference: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-
getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html




https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html



