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• Review clinical presentation of common dental emergencies seen 

in correctional setting.

• Delineate situations when the patient can wait to see the dentist 

and those that require a trip to the ER

• Demonstrate management of common dental emergencies

Educational Objectives



WHY THIS TOPIC???



Correctional nurses are often called upon to evaluate and triage 

dental emergencies. We will review common dental emergencies 

and outline appropriate management of these events, with particular 

attention to signs and symptoms of jaw fracture and recognition of 

fascial space infections of the head and neck region. We will also 

distinguish between true emergencies requiring immediate treatment 

and urgent issues that can wait until normal clinic session.



• Trauma 

• Infection

• Pain

• Post-op bleeding

Common Dental Emergencies



Case courtesy of OpenStax College, Radiopaedia.org, rID: 42758
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Case courtesy of Assoc Prof Frank Gaillard, <a href="https://radiopaedia.org/?lang=us">Radiopaedia.org</a>. From the case <a 
href="https://radiopaedia.org/cases/36205?lang=us">rID: 36205</a>
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• HEAD INJURY

• HEAD AND NECK LACERATION

• MIDFACE FRACTURES

• OCULAR INJURIES

• NASAL FRACTURES

• CERVICAL SPINE FRACTURES

INJURIES ASSOCIATED WITH JAW FRACTURE



• Pain

• Facial Asymmetry or deformity

• Bruising

• Difficulty speaking

• Numbness of lip and chin

• Limited opening or deviation on opening

• Loose teeth or malocclusion

• Bleeding from mouth

• Sublingual hematoma

Signs and Symptoms of Jaw Fracture



Malocclusion.Step Defect.Gingival laceration.
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MALOCCLUSION.STEP DEFECT.
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MALOCCLUSION.STEP DEFECT.GINGIVAL BLEEDING.
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VERTICAL GINGIVAL LACERATION.
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SUBLINGUAL HEMATOMA
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• THROBBING PAIN

• PAIN WITH PRESSURE OR BITING

• PAIN WITH HOT LIQUIDS

• SWELLING

• TENDER OR SWOLLEN LYMPH NODES

• FEVER

• DRAINAGE

DENTAL INFECTION: SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS



PARULIS
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DENTAL INFECTION
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FASCIAL SPACE INFECTION
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DOUBLE TONGUE APPEARANCE
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• TOOTH AVULSION

• POST-OPERATIVE BLEEDING

• SOFT TISSUE ULCERATIONS LESIONS

ROUTINE DENTAL EMERGENCIES
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